Spanish 

Course Guidelines


Bienvenidos!  I hope you had a great summer. I know that I am looking forward to an equally enjoyable school year.  With a little cooperation and understanding this school year can be productive and enjoyable.  Studying a foreign language can be fun and exciting; however, it can also be stressful.  Listed below are a few study tips that may help you through the 2009-2010 school year.

TIPS:
1. Make flash cards.  Ten to fifteen minutes of studying flash cards each day could do a world of help.  If flash cards are not for you, try recording your vocabulary words on tape, and playing it back to yourself.

2. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.  If you think you think you know the answer, give it a try.  Sometimes making progress means making a lot of mistakes.  I do not expect perfection.  Do your best, and listen to your classmates.  You can learn from their mistakes.  Errors can be a learning aid, if you use them as such and accept them as part of a natural process.

3. When tests and quizzes are returned, use them as a study guide.  Ask yourself: What are the errors?  Why did I make these mistakes?  How can I avoid making the same mistakes in the future?  If you would like, you can check out your folder of past tests to study from.  (This is an overnight check out only).  

4. Study in groups or pairs.  The feedback is helpful, the support is helpful, and Harvard research says it works!!  **If you would like to organize a study group for after school let me know and we can work something out. 

5. If you feel really lost SEE ME IMMIDIATLY!  Ask for help!  I am available to help after school, or I can find a classmate that is able to help you.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK!!  If you don’t understand your homework rewrite the questions listed in the activity so that I know you looked at the exercise.  

WHAT I NEED FOR THE CLASS:

What you need to bring EVERYDAY to class is:





The textbook





The workbook





A binder with paper





Writing utensils (pen blue or black ink, or pencils)

***If you forget these in your locker and need to be told to go get them, or leave the room after the bell to get them, you will have points taken off of your participation/ compliance grade.  This is because you came to class unprepared, and essentially late.  
GRADING SCALE:
The grading scale used is the same one listed in your student handbook.

A 90-100

A+   98-100
     A-  90-92




B 80-89

B+   87-89
     B-  80-82




C 70-79

C+   77-79
     C-  70-72




D 60-69

D+   67-69
     D-  60-62




F 0-59

YOUR GRADE:

Your final grade will be calculated on the basis of points earned divided by points possible.  There are no weighted grades.  The points for your grade will come from:



Class Participation / Compliance to Rules of the class



Notebook Checks



Homework



Class work



Quizzes



Tests

CLASS PARTICIPATION

Participating in class is a big part of learning a Foreign Language. Each student is expected to actively participate in the classroom, answering questions, participating in paired or group work, and using their Spanish.  There will be numerous opportunities for participation in class each day.  Each student will be judged on their willingness to participate in class (in Spanish). The amount of times a student participates will determine the grade for class participation. **Participation in answering the question does not mean the question has to be correct, you just have to try.   


Loss of participation points for the day can occur for the following reasons:  Talking excessively in class, causing class disruption, forgetting materials in the locker, not being prepared for class, class removal or detentions.  The amount of points taken for the majority of those reasons will be determined by each separate incidence.  Having to return to the locker to retrieve a book or homework will automatically take 3 points of the participation grade for the week.  

NOTEBOOK:

Your notebooks should be neatly organized.  My suggestion is to buy a 3 ring binder and notebook and keep them together.  This is because not only will I be looking for notes taken in class, but some assignments and worksheets will need to be included also.  I will be looking for the following items when looking through your notebook:





Vocabulary from each lesson





Review activities





Outlines from each lesson





Review worksheets

If you have a binder it will be easy to organize each of these requirements in the order needed.  If you like to take your notes in a notebook, that is fine, just include some dividers so you can organize the activities and worksheets. 

***Note that when binders are collected each section in notebook needs to be CLEARLY LABELED.  I will not look for any missing section that is not clearly labeled, or in correct order, points will just be deducted.  This is why it may be advantageous to have a 3 ring binder that can be easily organized and labeled with section dividers.   

HOMEWORK:
Homework assignments will GENERALLY be worth five points apiece.  (There may be some homework assignments, however, worth more than 5 points that are graded based on the correctness of the paper.)  This score is NOT based on a perfect paper.  You receive 5 points for completing the homework, 2 points if your homework is 1/2 done and 1 point if it is 1/3 completed.  Homework may not always be checked for completion, so be sure to keep up with your homework assignments!!  

*****Please be advised that ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE DATE SPECIFIED.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!! If a student is absent they have as many days as they were absent to make up their assignments (Tests and quizzes included).


To keep parents better informed on the progress of the student, I will periodically send home progress reports with the student that will require a parent/guardian signature.  These sheets will be worth a minimum of 5 points.

TESTS:  


Generally the tests will be worth 100 points.  The amount of tests in one quarter will be determined on how much we are able to cover in that quarter.  

PROJECTS:  Each semester I will try to have at least one project worth anywhere between 50-100 points.  Like homework, PROJECTS ARE DUE ON THE DATE SPECIFIED.

SEMESTER GRADES / EXAMS:


Your quarter grades are determined as stated before, by dividing the points earned by the points possible and applying the percentage to the grading scale on the front of this worksheet.  Your SEMESTER GRADE in made up of 40% of your 1st quarter percentage, 40% of your 2nd quarter percentage, and 20% of your Exam percentage.  PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THESE ARE CALCULATED USING PERCENTAGE GRADES RECEIVED FOR THE 1ST, 2ND QUARTER, AND EXAM GRADES. So if you received an 84% B the 1st quarter, and a 78% C the 2nd quarter, but failed your exam with a 15% F (just signing your name), your semester grade would be calculated in the following manner:




84 x .4 = 33.6




78 x .4 = 31.2
Total -----67.8 % D for the semester.




15 x .2 = 3.0

EXPECTATIONS:


 I expect every student to arrive 100% prepared.  This means that when the bell rings, the students are to be in their seats. The homework needs to be out on the desk, and the books need to be open to the page specified on the board or overhead.


On the table in the back of the room you will see a stack of boxes labeled “in” and numbers 1-8.  Anytime you are absent or need to hand in an assignment, put it in the box labeled “in”.  Any papers that I have to hand back to you can be found in the numbered box that represents your class period. If you are absent please be aware that YOU WILL ONLY HAVE THE NUMBER OF DAYS THAT YOU WERE ABSENT TO MAKE UP YOUR WORK.  It is your responsibility to see me to schedule make up quizzes and tests.  YOU MAY NOT MAKE UP ABSENCE WORK AT THE END OF THE QUARTER.  

EXTRA CREDIT:


The only extra credit opportunities will be from in class activities.  There will be no other extra-credit work to be done outside of class.  STAMP CARDS: Each student will receive a stamp card.  During the year we will be doing class activities, games, quizzes, tests, etc.  If a student wins a game or gets a good grade on an assignment he/she will be awarded a stamp worth 1/2 point.  Bigger stamps will be awarded for birthdays or other special events worth 3 points.  HOWEVER, If you are causing problems in class, these stamps will be voided, depending on the problem.  Each student is responsible for keeping track of his or her cards. At the end of the quarter they will be collected, and the bonus points will be added to the grade.  (These are NOT percentage points)

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. No writing on the board, or SMARTBOARD, unless you are told to do so.

2. Stay in your assigned seat unless you are given permission to move.

3. Be respectful of others. – No name calling, throwing of objects, etc.

4. Raise your hand if you have a question, otherwise you should be quiet and listening to the directions or instructions of the teacher. 

DISCIPLINE:

Detentions will be applied, or class removals, depending on the situation.

**If detentions or class removals are applied, this will affect the class participation / compliance points.  

The general steps to discipline will be as follows:

1. Verbal instruction to stop the activity.

2. Verbal instruction to stop the activity with 5 points deducted.

3. Verbal instruction to stop the activity with detention assigned and 5 more points deducted.

4. Removal of the student from the classroom with 10 points deducted.

**The severity of the situation may determine if all of the steps will follow the order listed.  The deduction of participation/compliance points will be noted in progress book on the day of the incident or updated weekly. 

Please sign and return this sheet to Mrs. Arambula.  This is your first grade for the school year.

I ________________________________have read the above guidelines and  

(Student name printed)  

understand the requirements and 

expectations of the class.

____________________________________(student signature)

I ________________________________(Parent / Guardian name printed) have read the above guidelines and understand the requirements and expectations of the class.

______________________________________(parent signature) 

